
Dogs & Nature



Guide to Traveling with Your Dog to
Montenegro

Everything You Need to Know

Planning to explore Montenegro with your furry friend? Great
choice!

Montenegro is a pet-friendly destination with plenty of natural
spots where dogs can feel right at home. But before you head
off, there are a few things to keep in mind—from vaccinations
and documents to regulations and travel tips.

Here’s a complete guide to help you and your dog get ready
for an amazing vacation.

1. Key Entry Requirements for Dogs (UK Travelers)

To travel to Montenegro with your dog, there are specific
regulations to follow. While many align with EU standards, UK
travelers have additional considerations:

Animal Health Certificate (AHC)
Your dog will need a valid Animal Health Certificate (AHC)
issued by a licensed veterinarian. This document is required
since UK-issued EU Pet Passports are no longer accepted. 

The AHC includes essential details, such as vaccination records
and the microchip number. It must be issued within 10 days
before travel and should remain with you throughout your trip,
ready for inspection if needed.
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Microchip
Your dog needs to be microchipped with a chip that meets ISO
standards. The chip serves as an ID and is required so your dog
can be clearly linked to their pet passport while abroad. If your
dog doesn’t already have a chip, make sure to get this done
before your trip. The microchip number will be recorded in the
pet passport.

Rabies Vaccination
A rabies vaccination is an absolute must for entering
Montenegro. Your dog must be vaccinated against rabies at
least 21 days before your trip, and the vaccination must still be
valid at the time of travel. The proof of vaccination is recorded
in the pet passport. Without this, your dog will either be denied
entry at the border or placed in quarantine.

Deworming and Other Vaccinations
Deworming and additional vaccinations, such as for
leptospirosis or distemper, aren’t strictly required but are
highly recommended to protect your dog from local diseases.
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2. Preparing for a Road Trip

Driving to Montenegro is a great option when traveling with
your dog, as it allows your furry friend to travel comfortably,
and you can take breaks whenever needed. To make the
journey pleasant for everyone, here are a few tips:

Transport and Safety
According to traffic regulations, pets must be safely secured in
the vehicle. Use a pet carrier or secure your dog with a special
safety harness to prevent accidents and keep everyone safe.

Breaks and Hydration
Dogs need regular breaks, especially on long drives. Plan a
short stop every two to three hours so your dog can stretch,
drink water, and take care of its needs.

Water and Food
Bring enough water for the journey and offer it to your dog
regularly, especially in the summer months. You can also pack
a small portion of food for longer trips to keep your dog happy
and comfortable.
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Heat Protection
Montenegro can get particularly hot during the summer
months. Never leave your dog unattended in the car, as
temperatures can rise dangerously fast. A functioning air
conditioning system or proper ventilation is essential while
driving in hot weather.

3. Entry and Border Checks

Entering Montenegro is usually straightforward as long as all
your dog’s documents and vaccinations are in order. Pet
inspections typically take place at major border crossings, such
as when traveling from Croatia to Montenegro. Here are some
tips to ensure a smooth crossing:

Have Your Documents Ready
For UK travelers, ensure you have your dog’s Animal Health
Certificate (AHC), along with proof of rabies vaccination and
microchip information. Having all documents ready will make
the process quicker and easier.

Leash Requirement
Dogs must be kept on a leash at the border and in other public
areas. Keep your dog on a leash and ensure they remain calm
and close to you to avoid any potential issues.
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4. Dog-Friendly Accommodations and Beaches

Montenegro offers a wide range of dog-friendly
accommodations, especially in popular tourist areas like
Budva, Kotor, and along the Bay of Kotor.

Are Dogs Allowed?
When booking your accommodation, make sure that dogs are
allowed. Many hotels, guesthouses, and vacation rentals
accept pets, though some may charge an additional fee.
Platforms like Airbnb or Booking.com let you use the "Pets
Allowed" filter to find suitable options quickly.

Beaches and Nature Parks
Montenegro has several beaches where dogs are welcome,
usually outside of the main tourist hotspots. These are often
more natural and less crowded, making them perfect for a
stroll with your dog. In national parks, such as Durmitor
National Park, dogs are allowed on a leash, so you can explore
the stunning landscapes together with your furry companion.
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5. Rules and Regulations for Dogs in Montenegro

Montenegro is a dog-friendly country, but there are a few
regulations you should keep in mind:

Leash Requirement
Dogs must be kept on a leash in cities and busy public areas.
This is especially important in tourist spots, parks, and markets.
Make sure you have a well-fitted harness or a sturdy leash for
your dog.

Muzzle Requirement
While there’s no general muzzle requirement in Montenegro,
large dogs or breeds classified as dangerous are required to
wear a muzzle in public transportation. If your dog belongs to a
larger breed, it’s a good idea to carry a muzzle just in case.

Waste Disposal
Montenegro values cleanliness, and you must clean up after
your dog at all times. Many areas provide dog waste bag
stations, but it’s a good idea to bring your own bags to ensure
you’re always prepared.
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6. Veterinary Care and Emergency Tips

If your dog needs veterinary assistance during your stay, you’ll
find animal clinics and vets in Montenegro’s larger cities. Here
are some helpful tips:

Local Veterinarians
Cities like Podgorica, Kotor, and Budva have well-equipped
veterinary clinics. It’s a good idea to prepare a list of nearby
vets before your trip, based on your accommodation.

Emergency Numbers
In case of an emergency, have the contact numbers for local
vet clinics and the regional veterinary authority saved on your
phone. This can save valuable time if urgent care is needed.

Travel First Aid Kit for Dogs
Bring a small first aid kit for your dog. Essential items like
wound spray, tick removers, diarrhea medication, and
bandages can be helpful for minor injuries or discomfort
during your trip.
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7. Culture and Attitudes Toward Dogs

Montenegrins are generally very pet-friendly, and many locals
own dogs or live with other pets. In tourist-heavy areas, dogs
are often welcomed with kindness. Here are some tips for
proper etiquette:

Respectful Behavior
In public and tourist areas, be mindful of others who might not
feel comfortable around dogs. Always keep your dog on a
leash and under control in busy places.

Dog-Friendly Restaurants
Many restaurants and cafes, especially in tourist hubs, allow
dogs in outdoor seating areas. When in doubt, politely ask the
staff if dogs are permitted.

Final Thoughts: Exploring Montenegro with Your Dog
Montenegro is a fantastic destination for dog owners looking
to share new adventures with their furry friends. From the
mountains and national parks to the stunning coastlines, there
are countless spots for you and your dog to enjoy.

With proper preparation and adherence to entry requirements,
you’re set for a relaxing and memorable vacation together.
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The information provided in this guide has been compiled to
the best of our knowledge and is intended to offer you
comprehensive guidance for your trip to Montenegro with your
dog.

However, regulations and requirements can change, and local
rules may vary.
Therefore, we do not take responsibility for the completeness
and accuracy of the information.

It is recommended to check with official authorities, such as the
Foreign Office or the relevant veterinary authorities, for the
most up-to-date regulations before traveling.

Have fun on your adventure in Montenegro!
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